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Abstract

This article examines the use of armed drones in extraterritorial counterterrorism operations
within the framework of International Humanitarian Law (IHL), particularly the principle of Jus in Bello,
which focuses on the conduct of hostilities. The objective is to analyze the legality and legitimacy
of using drones in such a manner, especially regarding respecting human rights and the principles
of necessity and proportionality. The article analyzed various case studies, including the United
States' use of drones in Pakistan, Irag, and Somalia. It was found that while drones were effective
in eliminating terrorists, they also raised several legal and ethical concerns such as violations of
other states' sovereignty, civilian casualties, and transparency in decision-making regarding strikes.
The findings suggest that using armed drones in counterterrorism is complex and must consider
multiple factors, including international law, ethical principles, and national security. Armed drone
use should therefore be conducted cautiously and transparently, in compliance with the principles
of International Humanitarian Law, and to avoid unintended consequences for civilians and other

countries.
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